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Panel highlights school’s problems
Report: School’s shortcomings include
lack of communication, faculty issues,
weak leadership, few concrete goals
Josh Dawsey
NEWS EDITOR

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Hogs run wild
South Carolina drops its
final home conference
game to Arkansas,
41-20.

See page 10A

Purple Lotus inks gold
Columbia tattoo parlor is
devoted to providing the
most artistic designs in
the area with the best ink
and materials.

This stor y begins a three-day look
into USC’s Law School. Today’s story
focuses on problems within the school.
To m o r r o w ’s s to r y w i l l l o o k a t t h e
deteriorating building and the stalled
effort to construct a new one. The series
will conclude Wednesday with a look
toward the future.
Earlier this year, the depressing news
from U.S. News and World Report was
delivered to USC’s School of Law.
The school was no longer in the Top
100, dropping into the unranked third
tier of the annual report.
It was a frustrating day for students in
the school, said Philip Land, president of
the Student Bar Association.
“When we see USC Law, we have so
much pride,” Land said. “We want a
ranking that reflects the level of pride we
have. To see us fall into the third tier is to
indicate somewhere along the way up, that
level of pride isn’t shared.”
Dean Walter “Jack” Pratt said he didn’t
consider the rankings valid. The slightest
hiccup from a school can drop it dozens

of spots, Pratt said, as so many schools are
clustered together in the second tier.
“But we are concerned because students,
faculty and law fi rms use them,” he said.
A look into the school through the
eyes of a recent Blue R ibbon Report
and a resolution passed unanimously by
the Student Bar Association shows the
problems inside the Law School are vast
and could take years to fi x.
Fo l l o w i n g t h e d r o p i n r a n k i n g s
and increased st udent concern, USC
commissioned a Blue Ribbon Panel to
investigate matters in the school. The
group, comprised of top-level scholars
and administrators, visited USC for three
days in September, interviewing students,
faculty and administrators.
It praised the school for its incredible
students and high-level teaching, which
it called great assets to the state of South
Carolina. Overall, it noted the school has
much to boast about.
But there are many problems.
The panel’s report said everyone
i nter v iewed noted a lack of
leadership in the school that has
been present for quite a while. In
eight years, the school has seen
four different deans. Pratt’s term
ends in May, and he decided not
to seek reappointment. He’ll
likely ret u r n to t he facu lt y
here.
“Like I’ve told many people,
I’ll be honest then instead
of an administrator,” Pratt

said with a chuckle.
Following the meeting with the panel,
USC’s Student Bar Association wrote a
resolution, which passed
unanimously. The Blue
R ibbon Report was
released in late October.
A law school without
a c l e a r v i s i o n w o n’t
improve, said Land, and
it’s d if f ic u lt to have a
sustained vision without
con sistent leader sh ip.
PRATT
The resolut ion said
t he school has “no
concrete goals or identifiable priorities
other than the construction of a new
building.” It also said “the school suffers
from a sustained, omnipresent lack of
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Gospel music course
offered next semester

“X” Marx the Spot
Minimalists make
a statement by
running
New
York City
Marathon
barefoot.

See page
4A

Chorus becomes one-credit class
decade after initial proposal
Samuel
Marx

Kathryn Kranjc

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

First-year
advertising
student

(803) 777-3914
(803) 777-7726
(803) 777-7182
(803) 576-6172

Photos by Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Greeks stomp stage at Step Show
A packed Carolina Coliseum watched as seven fraternities and sororities
performed during Friday night’s upbeat Homecoming Step Show. For
the second year in a row, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. took home the
trophy for fraternities. Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. won first place in
the competition for sororities. The show lasted nearly three hours and
featured Columbia High School’s drumline, DJ Frosty from Hot 103.9 and
“Sandstorm,” which had the Coliseum rocking. For more photos and video,
check out The Daily Gamecock’s website, www.dailygamecock.com.

Homecoming Step Show
Check out senior
photographer Keri Goff’s
video coverage and
photo slideshow of Friday
night’s Homecoming
Step Show.

Online @
www.dailygamecock.com

Next semester, students will have the opportunity
to earn an hour of elective credit while exploring
the diverse history, soul and sounds of gospel music
through a new chorus ensemble offered at the School
of Music.
Gospel Chorus (Music 130Q) is an open-enrollment
course that will meet for one hour each week. Leading
the chorus is Carl Wells, current director of Access
and Equity/Diversity Training at USC’s Office of
Equal Opportunity Programs . Wells, who received
his doctorate in Public Health Administration from
the Arnold School of Public Health this spring, had
mentioned the idea of offering Gospel Choir for credit
to the music department when he fi rst came to USC
in 2000. However, because of budget limitations, the
department wasn’t able to set up the course until this
year, according to Director of Choral Studies Larry
Wyatt.
Although the school has had two student-run gospel
choirs on campus, Wyatt is excited to fi nally have a
formal ensemble in the music program.
“We’re always looking for ways to draw people into
participation in the music activities here,” Wyatt said.
“We think this is important music that should be
studied and sung, and USC has enough students with
the background and interest in this to have a USC
gospel choir. And we’re fortunate to have someone
like Dr. Wells, who is ready and interested and willing
to do it.”
Wells has a long history of experience in the field of
gospel; he grew up listening to, singing and playing
gospel music and holds a bachelor’s in music from
Winthrop University and a master’s degree in divinity
from Emory University. He has served as a student
director for gospel choruses at both schools.
In the class, Wells will be emphasizing gospel as a
GOSPEL ● 2A
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means of practicing vocal expression,
but he a lso wa nt s st udent s to be
able to understand its historical and
sociological significance in AfricanAmerican culture, its connection to
other forms of music and its functional
purpose.
“African-American music was rarely
art for the sake of art,” Wells said. “If
you think about slaves in the field, they
weren’t just singing, they were singing
to make the day go better, for survival.
It becomes a way of helping voice what
people are experiencing, but it also
connects them to a God who helps
them in the midst of their struggles.
A lso, unlike other forms of music,
African-American music is a dialogue,
not a monologue; the performer sings,
but there’s an element of participation
from the audience.”
In the chorus’s fi rst semester, Wells
is hoping for at least 30 participants
in order to establish a good sound
a nd a sense of tea mwork . At t he
end of the semester, the chorus will
showcase its repertoire in a concert.

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010
Wel ls a l ready has some ideas for
composers the students will study and
pieces they will perform, including
the works of Richard Smallwood , a
classically trained gospel artist who
incorporated classical elements into
his compositions.
Wells is especially fascinated to see
how gospel leaves traces of itself in
the elements of more modern music,
such as country, rock and theatrical
soundtracks. According to Wells, the
addition of the Gospel Chorus course
serves as an acknowledgement of the
genre’s influence on today’s culture.
“Offering a gospel music course
for credit makes a statement to the
state of South Carolina: that USC
recognizes the genius and richness
of t he A f rica n-A merica n worsh ip
experience, especially in the South,”
Wells said. “It says that we recognize
that there is research and scholarly
value in it.”

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Second-year law student Bob Stitcher studies constitutional
law in the Law School library Sunday evening.
LAW ● Continued from 1A
effective organizational
leadership” and lacks “a
c le a r a nd c o mp el l i n g
mission, vision or
strategy.”
No fac u lt y members
have been added in two
years, according to the
report.
“A n d m a n y f a c u l t y
have ret ired or moved
elsewhere, with the result
that the current faculty
i s d i s p r o p o r t io n at e l y
divided bet ween either
long-serving faculty with
relative newcomers, with
few members of medium
seniorit y to bridge t he
subst a nt ial generat ion
g ap b e t we e n t he t wo
groups,” the report said.
Its findings on power
inside t he school: The
dea n has l it t le, if a ny.
T hat mea ns cha nge is

slow, the panel wrote, as
all decisions can be stalled
by several com m it tees
which control matters.
I n a meet i ng pr ior to
t h e r e p o r t ’s r e l e a s e ,
the Law School facult y
e nc ou r a g e d t he s a me
changes, Pratt said.
“These and ot her
provisions in your bylaws
create a weak dean who
must comprom ise on
difficult decisions in order
to achieve progress,” the
panel wrote. “… Change
at your school is thereby
more d if f ic u lt t ha n at
peer i nst it ut ions w it h
which you compete.”
Pratt said he t r usted
the judgment of the panel
on that conclusion.
The pa nel noted a
consistent and pervading
lack of communicat ion
bet ween t he fac u lt y
and the administrators,

between the faculty and
the students and between
the administrators and
t he Board of Tr ustees.
T he repor t a lso sa id
t here was a feel i ng of
resignation among many
in the school, which said
the problems would be
solely those of the new
dean.
Pratt said he considered
the report a fair
assessment of the school,
but he disagreed with the
lack of communicat ion
findings. Pratt said he’d
met with students, faculty
a n d s t a f f f r e q u e nt l y,
schedu l i ng mont h ly
meetings where all topics
were open for discussion.
“But if these folks said
it was a problem, that’s
something I need to work
on,” Pratt said.
The report also
encouraged USC to
differentiate itself from
ot her law schools a nd
fi nd a clear and consistent
v i s io n t o r e c r u it t o p
st udent s a nd ret a i n
faculty.
Provost Michael
A miridis said currently
defi ning a vision is tricky.
Since the school is in the
middle of a search for a
new dean, it is impractical
to defi ne a vision only for
it to be later changed.
Amiridis hopes to have
a new dean in place for
the 2011-12 school year.
“You want a leader to
come in and put his or her
signature on the strategic
v ision,” A m iridis said.
“But if you’re recruiting
p eople, you c a n’t say,
‘We’re not sure what we
want to be; What do you
want to be?’”

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Gamecock
‘bros’ should
‘class it up’
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At $8, Hertz rental
service sweet deal
It’s 3 a.m. You’re on a studying binge — that
Western Civilization exam isn’t going to ace itself.
But your energy is fading and you need a pick-meup. An energy drink’s effects would be too fleeting;
you need something more permanent — carbs.
Spaghetti and meatballs it is. But Wal-Mart is the
only place open, and you don’t have a car.
What do you do? Well, as of today you’d either
pay a kidney for a cab, infuriate your roommate by
asking for a ride or fall asleep and fail your exam.
But starting Nov. 15 you’ll be able to rent a car
for $8 an hour from Connect by Hertz. Yes, that’s
$8 an hour, and that covers gas, insurance and
maintenance. And freshmen, you only have to be 18
years old to rent.
y notorious
“Hopefully, Hertz will f oIrn ap cit
oor public
t r a n s p or t at io n , t h i s
expand the size of its is a godsend. A nd the
four cars available aren’t
available fleet once P.athetic O.ld S.tation
wagons.
students hop on.” E a c h c a r c o m e s
equipped with a GPS,
an iPod adapter and 24-hour roadside assistance.
But the cars do seem to be geared more toward
females: the available cars are two Toyota Priuses, a
Mini Cooper and a Ford Escape. Too bad you can’t
rent a spoiler and rims for extra.
Mak ing rental cars available to st udents for
cheap is going to open up a wealth of possibilities,
especially for younger and international students
who of ten don’t have cars. Imagine eat ing at
someplace other than the Russell House.
This prog ram is a g reat idea, and t he only
downside is that four cars probably won’t be enough
to meet the inevitable demand. Hopefully, Hertz
will expand the size of its available f leet once
students hop on to the service. And hopefully they
add a Corvette, because a Prius with Bluetooth is
still a Prius.

“X” MARX THE SPOT

Running barefoot soothes the sole
Minimalist marathoners create message going forward in a time when society is
both morally and economically.
that we don’t need much, not even shoes wavering
Anything that has us reverting back to
It is not a very good idea to walk around
crowded city streets without shoes on.
On t his, I t hink most people would
agree. This being the case, there’s no way
running the New York City Marathon
barefooted could be considered a smart
thing to do. Or could it?
The Barefoot Runners Society claims
to have over 1,300 members who strongly
believe that running shoeless is the way
man truly was made to move. People
who have been swept off
their feet, and apparently
out of their shoes, by this
new craze have noted the
minimalist movement as
a st rong mot ivat ion for
exploring barefoot running.
Minimalists claim that the
Samuel
human body has evolved
Marx
over t ime in a way t hat
First-year
eliminates the necessity of
advertising
student
shoes to create a healthy
running style.
That being said, I have a very hard time
believing that I could get a positive feeling
from running the streets of Columbia
barefooted. Beyond the obvious worries
of stepping on rocks and glass, I don’t
think that I could go 100 percent on
a morning jog without the support of
a good pair of running shoes. On the
surface, the possible downfalls of this
practice appear to greatly outweigh the
benefits. I do, however, support the idea
of keeping the minimalist movement

the ways of our cave-dwelling ancestors is
an exciting prospect for me. From natural
disasters to great depressions, the human
spirit has always found a way to get by
with less, and if that means toughening up
and losing the shoes, that’s perfectly fine
by me.
Many runners who are a little skeptical
about taking to the asphalt barefooted
have decided to meet minimalists in the
middle by purchasing a pair of Vibram
Five Finger running shoes . You may
have noticed a small handful of people
on campus wearing these shoes, which
appear to be better suited for deep sea
diving than a walk to class. This product
advertises the idea of reconnecting with
your childlike ways of discovering your
surroundings and becoming closer to
the natural world . They also promote
the development of stronger joints and
healthier leg muscles , although many
podiatrists have openly dismissed this
idea. Now, I’m not too sure about all the
emotional persuasion, but I am definitely
not against a shoe that improves comfort
and range of motion while at the same
time work ing to make our societ y a
sustainable one.
While I won’t promise you that I’ll
be walk ing around campus shoeless
tomorrow, I will say that I am going to
have to embark on a barefooted run of my
own before I can make any final judgments
on this all-natural phenomenon.

Rappers shouldn’t practice what they preach
Stars such as T.I., Lil Wayne should
grow up, leave ‘the hood’ in past
Last week, A mericans saw the cycle of
rappers entering and exiting jail continue.
On Monday, T.I. entered jail again for parole
violation. Meanwhile, Lil Wayne was released
Thursday after ser ving eight months for
criminal possession of a weapon . W hat
Lil Wayne will hopefully take away from
his experience is that, though the gangster
lifestyle brought him success, it will eventually
ruin him.
I, for one, don’t in my wildest dreams claim
to understand what it’s like growing up in “the
hood.” However, I think I do have a grasp
on the rags to riches story that permeates
the rap scene. People have long known that
psychological issues often take much longer to
fi x than physical ones. The emotional trauma
and social pressures caused by being raised in
broken homes are evident in the actions and
lyrics of rap stars. The song “Tight to Def”

by Mack 10 featuring T-Boz summarizes this
with the lyrics, “You can take the boy out the
hood but not the hood out the homeboy.”
Like many rappers, T.I. and Lil Wayne
both came from disadvantaged
b ac k g r ou nd s but h ave h ad
international success. The sad
thing, though, is that the rappers
are under the impression they
must continue to practice their
self-destructive lifestyles to fuel
their public images. Whether
Jason
t he y a re t r y i ng to i mpre s s
Sigmon
First-year
t heir fa ns or posse, t he rap
international
community, as a whole, needs to
business student
grow up and stop acting like a
group of children.
Now, I’m not pushing for a change in lyrics
— I don’t see songs about reasons to stay in
school as the motivation I need during a tough
workout. However, Lil Wayne, according to
Forbes magazine, earned $20 million dollars
in the last year. Yet he has been unable to
spend any of it for making a stupid decision.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

Meanwhile, T.I., one of the greatest rappers
of this generation, can’t really get a solid tour
going because he can’t stay away from drugs
and weapons. On the subject of drugs, if you
really must use them, use them at home — not
driving around in your car.
Some may a rg ue rapper s mu st c a r r y
weapons for protection due to their lifestyles.
I personally disagree with this statement on
two levels. First, a majority of the so-called
rap wars occurred in the late ‘80s and early
‘90s when rap was not an established genre
of music. Rappers and their posses killed
one another because they were jockeying for
success. Second, if wealthy rappers honestly
fear for their lives they will not hesitate to
hire bodyguards. There really is no reason
why someone like T.I. or Lil Wayne should
be carrying around a weapon while paroled.
U lt i m at e l y, w h at t h e y a n d t h e r a p
community as a whole must realize is that the
lyrics they sing are one instance where they
should not practice what they preach.

After attending the
past two football games,
I have one message for
some of the males who
attend this university:
Please, class it up! I
think I witnessed some
of the most off-putting
behav ior i n my fou r
years of football at this
year’s Tennessee and
Arkansas games.
Now I love getting
rowdy in stands, but
there is a way to have a
good time
and exude
t e a m
s p i r i t
w h i l e
displaying
a level of
class.
Michelle
Ta k e
Fantone
t
h e
Fourth-year
political science
example
and sociology
of one
student
serious
of fender
I w it nessed at t he
Te n n e s s e e g a m e .
Every sentence out of
his mouth used some
c o m b i n at io n of t he
words “dude,” “bro,” the
F-word and the S-word,
connected by various
nouns and verbs. We
even started counting
t he number of t imes
these words were said.
Ten minutes later, I lost
count around 30. After
he stated a sentence, he
felt the need to repeat
it — as if ever ything
he said was so inspiring
and intelligent it must
be heard again. Finally,
to help his image out
even more, he was not
only dipping — a habit
I find repulsive — but
he kept spitting his dip
spit on the bleachers,
inches from my feet and
my dress.
So here are some
words of wisdom: First
of a l l , m i x u p y o u r
vocabulary. The F-bomb
is only effective when
used sparingly, and a
man who curses every
si x seconds does not
come off as attractive.
Secondly, dip is never,
ever classy. If you do feel
the need, at least have
the common courtesy
to the females around
you to spit it in a bottle,
not at their feet. When
angry at how the game is
being played, intelligent
discourse on why we
are hav i ng t rouble
stopping t he passing
game is preferred over a
string of expletives and
simple phrases repeated
over and over. These
are just a few t hings
that will help make the
experience of the ladies
around you much more
pleasant.
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“I don’t even like to sleep — I feel
as if there’s too much to do.”
— James Franco
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Shavon Zurasky owns and operates Purple Lotus, a Columbia tattoo parlor devoted to making tattoos an art form and giving its customers the best in materials and craft.

Tattoo parlor Purple Lotus inks gold
Columbia-based custom art shop uses
quality supplies, caters to customers
Chloe Gould

STAFF WRITER

Standing opposite a bright purple and green door, on
a small house nestled in Old Shandon, visitors leave their
shoes on the front porch and walk into a room dripping with
the most beautiful Buddhas, beads, paintings and artwork
from countless countries. It is Shavon Zurasky’s tattoo

studio, also known as a custom art shop, Purple Lotus.
During her 16 years in Japan and 26 other Eastern
countries, as a painter, artist and tattooist, Zurasky made
huge changes and introduced a unique art form to Columbia
that is much different from practicing flash, or pre-stenciled,
tattoo artistry.
Reading a quote from “Electric Tattooing by Women”
by Madame Chinchilla, Zurasky said, “Tattooing is the
most spiritual art in the world. It’s the only thing you can
take with you in the afterlife ... It’s beautiful magic that lasts
forever.”

Zurasky, who in a way stumbled across tattooing as a
career path, started off as a painter, attending Ringling
College of Art and Design in Sarasota, Fla. While in school,
her art studio burnt to the ground, leaving her without
clothes, schoolbooks, paintings and art supplies. She was
homeless for a year to stay in school, living solely off her
college meal ticket.
“I decided that I was going to find something you can’t
trade, you can’t give away, you can’t get rid of until you
LOTUS ● 6A

‘Fallout: New Vegas’ fantastically realized
Despite frustrating bugs, game sequel
captivates with impressive graphics
Aaron Jenkins

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fallout: New Vegas
NOW AVAILABLE
★ ★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

only further cements the “Fallout” fictional universe as one of the greatest in video games.
Graphically, the environments of “New Vegas” look fantastic, although sadly the
character animation and lip-synching looks lifeless and technologically archaic. This
is especially distracting because it detracts a lot from the otherwise rich cast of smartly
written and well-acted characters.
The shooting mechanics, even with the addition of iron sight aiming, still feel as clunky
and unresponsive as they did in “Fallout 3.” However, the V.A.T.S. targeting system (which
allows the user to pause and select shot placement) somehow still manages to keep the
combat satisfying (or at least amusing) for the game’s duration.
FALLOUT ● 6A

Publisher: Bethesda Softworks
Developer: Obsidian Entertainment
MSRP: $59.99
Rating: M for blood and gore, intense violence, sexual content,
strong language and use of drugs
Las Vegas is an ironic city. The last thing one would expect to find amid the scorching
sun and parched earth of Nevada’s Mojave Desert is a glittering gem of nightclubs, hotels
and casinos. In the post-apocalyptic nuclear wastes of the “Fallout” series, the neon lights of
Vegas feel even more out of place.
And yet, oddly enough, it turns out Las Vegas is a perfect setting for the series.
Throughout the game, Vegas stands as an aesthetic set piece, juxtaposing the harsh
environment and tribal warfare outside its walls for a more refined type of sin. In a world
with little hope left, a city built on gambling, drinking and prostitution is the new capital
of civilization.
This very world is where “Fallout: New Vegas” immediately leaves an impression. Take
all that illogical Cold War paranoia about nuclear holocausts and imagine if that really
happened, and “Fallout’s” world is the result. Its setting, and all the surreal 1950s culture,
over-the-top science fiction, exaggerated ultra-violence and dark sense of humor therein, is
fantastically envisioned and realized.
Never for a moment does it feel realistic, but it is so detailed that it feels believable in
its own, uniquely twisted way. And the way its immersing qualities carry over into the
stats and role-playing elements is brilliant. In nearly every aspect of the game there is an
ever-looming sense of decay — that the world, every piece of equipment in it and even the
player’s own body are all slowly but surely falling apart. For all its absurdity, “New Vegas”

Courtesy of fallout.bethsoft.com

In “Fallout: New Vegas,” players navigate a beautifully rendered post-nuclear holocaust
landscape, where everything from the weapons to the characters is falling apart.

LOTUS ● Continued from 5A

Columbia on Aug. 14, 2006.
Now, Zurasky is the owner and only
practicing artist at Purple Lotus with her
fiance, USC alumnus Richard Nelson, who
just signed on to design the nose artwork
for four National Guard helicopters and is
also training to become a professional tattoo
artist.
“I work all day on my drawings and
designs and sometimes tattoo myself,”
Nelson said.
Purple Lotus, which has a set minimum
of $100 for its custom-designed tattoos,
caters to a clientele of what Zurasky says is
about 90 percent professionals.
“We cater to the best inks, the best
needles, the best supplies, the best, best,
best of everything and that costs money,”
said Zurasky. “We’re artists. We draw every
single thing to what that person wants. We
charge for exactly what I think is fair, and
we don’t overcharge.”
The shop offers an incentive: for every
three people you recommend to Purple
Lotus, you receive $300 free ink.
Purple Lotus, located at the corner of
Woodrow Street and Millwood Avenue,
puts its customers first. As stated on the
website, it is a “place you can take your
grandmother to get tattooed,” and is also
the highest-rated tattoo shop in the U.S. on
YellowPages.com.
Check out the website,
purplelotusbodyart.com, or Facebook page,
Purple Lotus Tattoo Studio.

die, you can’t lose in a fire — and I found
tattoos,” Zurasky said.
Opening her first tattoo shop, Purple
Lotus, in Tokyo, Zurasky spent her time
in Japan, Thailand and China, soaking up
all the different cultures and honing her
art as a tattooist. At one point during this
period, she also held a job with Warner
Bros. Entertainment in Tokyo.
The name of her shop, Purple Lotus,
speak s to her life-cha ng ing t ime in
Thailand, where she had the opportunity
to have tea with the Dalai Lama while being
hand-poked, or traditionally tattooed, by
the Buddhist monk.
“He said my color was purple, my flower
was the lotus and my number was seven, so
I built my whole business around it,” said
Zurasky, turning to say hello to the shop
mascot, Quaker the Parrot, sitting on her
left shoulder.
After she had done all that she wanted to
do and gone everywhere she wanted to go,
Zurasky made the trip to Columbia to lead
the fight for the legalization of tattooing in
the state.
“In the early ’70s, they had a massive
outbreak of hepatitis C in the state, and
so they just got rid of anything that could
possibly transmit it,” Zurasky said. “And
then, they decided they didn’t want it back.”
Zurasky fought for her art, being dubbed
“The Walking Picasso” in an article in The
State. The law allowing tattooing in South
Carolina passed on May 20, 2004. After
battles with the state, zoning and DHEC, Comments on this story?
she was able to open the Purple Lotus in E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
FALLOUT ● Continued from 5A
“Fallout: New Vegas,” with its focus on
nonlinear design, contains hundreds of
decisions to be made, both big and small.
Despite the overabundance of options,
every aspect of the game is expertly woven
together. The massive amount of things
to do and the vast-open world could have
very easily created dozens of tedious hours
and an almost never-ending slog of a game,
but “New Vegas’” gameplay is fueled by its
incredible sense of progression and the raw
thrill of exploration.
This all comes at a heavy cost, however.
The list of options in “New Vegas” is
rivaled only by its equally extensive list of
bugs and inexplicable happenings. Some of
these will prove simply amusing, but when
scripting errors or failed trigger points
cause the game to crash, quests to become
impossible to complete or guns to suddenly

cease to fire, the humor quickly gives way
to blood-boiling frustration. The game
also suffers from frame-rate issues, texture
pop-in, painfully long load times and some
embarrassingly bad input lag. “New Vegas”
will put even the most forgiving gamer’s
patience to the test.
Handing off a game franchise to a new
developer typically doesn’t inspire a lot
of confidence. Thankfully, with “Fallout:
New Vegas,” developer Obsidian has
created a very smartly tweaked sequel
whose expanded arsenal and skill set, much
improved storytelling and more diverse
world make it a wort hy successor to
Bethesda’s “Fallout 3.” In fact, without all its
technical issues, it would be even better than
the previous game.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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Bunny and Ravy ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene

USC

CALENDAR
WHAT: Alpha Delta Pi’s
Selling of the Hands
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Greene Street
WHAT: Zumbathon
promotion table
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Greene Street
WHAT: Garnet & Black
Magazine distribution day
WHEN: 10 a.m.
WHERE: Greene Street
WHAT: FMLA meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: Russell House
304

COMEDIAN JOSH BLUE
8 P.M., FREE
RUSSELL HOUSE BALLROOM

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Your energ y
goes in three directions at
once, but it’s OK. Details
come toget her and you
achieve goals quicker than
you thought possible.
TAURUS

a smoot her f low today.
Gentle questioning reveals
otherwise hidden motives.
Then, everyone’s agendas
meld like shuffl ing a deck
of cards.

V I RG O

A female
associate obsesses over
finishing a project that just
isn’t quite ready. Everyone
needs to complete their
p a r t f i r s t . D i v e r t he r
attention.

Yo u f e e l
pressure to prepare for
a socia l event of g reat
importance. Step up the
glam and write the speech
in advance. Practice it in
the mirror.

GE M I N I E n e r g y
f lows among your
associates easily today.
Clever ideas meet cheerful
agreement. You see how
t he f i n a l p r o du c t c a n
develop. Set priorities.

LIBRA Lacking high
energy, conditions around
you still allow for forward
progress. Imagine getting
together with coworkers
for a party to celebrate.

CANCER Whatever

you try today goes more
smoothly than you thought
possible. You have just the
right ideas to persuade
others. Go for the gold.

LEO

Caref ul
commu nicat ion creates

SCORPIO Obstacles
dissolve as you get into
action, diving in with your
natural talents. Everyone
agrees you’re on the right
track. This one’s easy.
S AGI T T A R I US

You’ve been d rea m i ng
about fortunate changes

for family members. Today
something will shift here.
Use you r i n f luence to
direct the boat with the
tide.

C A PR ICOR N

T he g roup f l au nt s it s
brilliant ideas with great
ent husiasm. Ever yone’s
prepared to work hard to
create the most positive
outcome. A female takes
charge.

AQUA R IUS

Without any high-energy
activities, you still get a
great deal accomplished.
Small tasks flow into larger
ones, and soon you see the
end of the tunnel.

PISCES Harmony is
restored today when you
imagine t hat all t hings
are possible and then take
action. You get powerful
help f rom a su r pr isi ng
source.

11/8/10

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 11/5/10

WHAT: Student
Government Diversity
Dialogues
WHEN: 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: Health Sciences
114

TODAY

TOMORROW

WHAT: Students for Life
meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC
MONDAYS
8 p.m. doors, Free
New Brook land Tavern,
122 State St.

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE
COMPANY
8 p.m., Free
Koger Center for the Arts,
1051 Greene St.

WHAT: Mountaineering
and Whitewater Rafting
Club meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: Jones Physical
Science 210

“HOWL”
6 and 8 p.m., $6.50
N i c k e l o d e o n T h e at r e ,
937 Main St.

SCHOONER W/ LET’S GO,
COYOTE! AND DYLAN LEE
6 p.m. doors, $5
The W hite Mule,
1530 Main St.

WHAT: Amnesty
International meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

Crossword

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

11/8/10

Brought to you by:

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Across
1 Ricky Martin’s “Livin’
La Vida __”
5 Start of many
addresses
9 Lawyers’ org.
12 Schools for Jules
15 Preﬁx with sol
16 Heater
17 On the line
18 *If absolutely
necessary
20 *Ranger, for one
22 “It’s the real thing”
soft drink
23 Govt. watchdog
24 Not just my
25 Current pioneer
26 Quandary
30 One who raised Cain
32 Sea salt?
33 Spare tire site?
35 Refuse to budge
37 *”Am I missing
something here?”
40 Blacks out
41 Coeur d’__
42 Many a CBer’s
workplace
43 Brit. recording giant
45 “CHiPs” star
49 Kind of alcohol
51 Little john?
53 Lady’s man
54 Language that gave us
“plaid”
55 *Like manual laborers
59 *Boisterous frat party
61 Lisa’s “Friends” role
62 “Happiness __ Warm
Puppy”: “Peanuts” book
63 Manipulative type
64 Drives
65 Relative of -trix
66 Place with a pool,
informally
67 Apt name for a
Dalmatian
Down
1 Flipped (through)
2 Eight-footers?
3 Capture
4 “Put __ on it!”
5 Three-line verse
6 Professor’s goal
7 Capture
8 Appear unexpectedly,
with “up”
9 Religious doubter
10 Political repercussions
11 Deep down

13 Sixth
Solution for 11/5/10
sense, for
short
14 Schuss,
e.g.
19
Diamonds, to
hoods
21 Oregon
highlight
25 Letter?
27 McGregor
of “The Men
Who Stare at
Goats”
28 Hot
Wheels
maker
Again” autobiographer
29 Midler’s
55 Outback
“Divine” nickname
56 Cost-of-living stat
31 Bad habits
57 Electrical unit
34 “J to __ L-O!”: Lopez
58 Cuts off
remix album
60 On the other hand
36 Trick ending?
37 Many a server, in the
old days
38 Boat rocker, to say the
least
39 Lycée attendee
40 It’s thrown in
44 “Gotta think about it”
46 Napping
47 Don Quixote’s devil
48 Run in, and a hint to
the ends of the answers to
starred clues
50 “__ out!”: ump’s call
52 “Back in the Saddle
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Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com

Additional Info

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

DEADLINE

Apartments

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP?

The Retreat! 2BR in 5BR 5BA in Jan.
BR unfurn, living area is. Email me @
jeane713@gmail.com

Roommates
F/seeks/F subleaser ASAP @ The
Woodlands. Call Chelsea @ 803269-3784
F/seeks/F for 1BR in 4BR @ Copper
Beech. $449/mo Avail ASAP,
Call 843-833-0706

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
600 Kentucky St - 2BR 1BA house in
Olympia. w/d. $750+dep 319-8343.

For Sale
Automotive
2006 Black BMW 330I Fully loaded 79,000 mi $18,000
robina@email.sc.edu

Help Wanted
BARTENDING $250/day No exp
nec available 800-965-6520 x253
Shandon-Wood Animal Clinic Now hiring Vet Technician avail 8-6pm
or 10am-8pm and Kennel Staff 7am10am or 3-6pm M-F. Some wknds
Apply 912 Daly St. 254-9257

Help Wanted
Restaurants
THE BLUE MARLIN RESTAURANT
Accepting applications for experienced
servers with lunch & dinner availability.
Apply within 1200 Lincoln St.
MOBILE WAITERS NEEDED PT/FT
Flex sched, average $40-$50/3-5/hr
shift. Must have your own vehicle,
clean driving record & cell phone.
Apply at www.d-d-i.com or call
888-334-9675 ext. 1
GROUCHO’S DELI NOW HIRING
FOR 5PTS & BLYTHEWOOD
Now hiring. Wait Staff/Kitchen. Must
be able to work lunchtime. Apply in
person 611 HARDEN ST.

FREE pregnancy Test.
Call Birthright 765-0165

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-8675018

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

1 to 5BR APTS. 1 BLK FROM USC
803-318-0800 rajaluri@aeliusa.com

Additional options

•

Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm

SGTV

classifieds

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

•

Russell House, Rm. 343

100%
gamecock tv
all day

everyday.

For Students. By Students.

4

Major credit cards accepted
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Gamecocks fall in tourney title match
Carolina knocked out in finals
to Florida, await postseason berth
Ryan Velasquez
STAFF WRITER

A week after snatching a 1-0 victory in the regular
season championship game, Florida continues to be an
Achilles’ heel for the Gamecocks.
After battling its way back into the title game of the SEC
Tournament, No. 20 South Carolina came up short of
earning its second straight conference championship with
another 1-0 defeat at the hands of the Gators.
“I told them I’m proud of them. They left everything
they had on the field today,” coach Shelley Smith said. “We
knew fatigue would be a factor. We tried to get as many
minutes in as we could out of the starting group. The
quality of our play wasn’t as strong as we’d like it simply
because our legs didn’t allow us to. That’s unfortunate
because of the way we battled and fought to be here.”
Unlike the previous meeting between these two,
Carolina came out firing at the word go. The Gamecocks
quickly brought the pressure on Florida keeper Brooke
Chancey, who made her first career start in place of the
injured Katie Fraine.
Senior forward Brooke Jacobs nearly put Carolina on
the board with a header in the second minute, followed by
a shot by junior midfielder Kira Campbell off a corner kick
three minutes later. Both failed to find the back of the net,
however, and the Gators managed to avoid an early deficit.
From there, the match turned into a battle at midfield,
with much of the remainder of the half consisting of
a fight for possession in the middle third. The Gators
nearly capitalized in the 29th minute, however, when
midfielder McKenzie Barney found herself with an openshot opportunity. Senior goalkeeper Mollie Patton quickly
ARKANSAS ● Continued 27 carries while Lattimore
from 10A
finished with a career-low
into an interception on the 30 yards.
“Our run game didn’t
first drive of the second
half and seemed in position go near where we thought
to cut the Razorback lead it could go,” Spurrier said.
“Our little up-the-middle
to just a touchdown.
But, fittingly, it never play didn’t come out how
it did in prior games. We
came to fruition.
Garcia was picked off by were forced to throw ...
defensive back Tramain We’re not good enough
Thomas deep in USC’s to throw 30, 40 times a
o w n t e r r it o r y b e f o r e game. The best thing for
Davis punched in his final us is to not get behind
touchdown of the game , but , u n for t u n at el y, it
putting No. 18 Arkansas happened.”
A nd now, t he beaten
(7-2, 4-2 SEC) up by three
touchdowns and sealing a and broken Gamecocks
— leag ue-wor st pa s s
big win in the process.
“I kind of got flushed to defense and all — head to
the right a little bit, and I Gainesville with the SEC
saw D.L. Moore standing East on the line.
“We have to have a lot
there,” Garcia said. “Once
I threw it, he kind of left better week of practice,”
it and the guy broke on it Garcia said. “I don’t think
and picked it off, which a n y b o d y w a s lo o k i n g
hurt. We’ve just got to ahead to the Florida game,
practice the scramble play. but I think that was on
I don’t think we practiced ever ybody ’s m i nd. We
it enough. We’ve just got to don’t need to make any
excuses. This was a bad
play a lot smarter.”
A d d e d A r k a n s a s game. We have to play a
offensive tackle DeMarcus lot better next week.”
T he G a mecock s a re
Love: “Around the third
quarter, the fans started 0 -1 2 a l l - t i m e i n t h e
leaving. You don’t want to Swamp.
“ We j u s t n e e d t o
think the game is over, but
you get the sense they lost regroup now,” Spurrier
confidence and their team said. “We need to realize
knows that as long as we’re that we were prett y sad
here, we’re not going to let tonight and we can’t get it
back. Regroup and give the
up.”
And with what seemed Gators a game next week.”
to be an insurmountable
def icit, the Gamecocks
were forced to abandon
their bread and butter in
Marcus Lattimore and the
running game. And as a Comments on this story?
result, USC was held to a E-mail gamecocksportspage@
season-low 105 yards on sc.edu

foiled the play, however, running off the line and snagging
it away.
Carolina managed two more shots in the final five
minutes of the half, but both sailed high and the score
remained 0-0 after 45 minutes.
As the match moved to the second half, the Florida
offense began to take over, firing three quick shots in the
first nine minutes. But Patton rose to the occasion, making
three diving saves to keep the Gamecocks from falling
behind.
In the 69th minute, however, the Gators’ pressure
finally proved to be effective. After Florida sent a cross into
the box, the Carolina defense attempted to clear it away
but accidentally deflected the ball into its own net, giving
the Gators a 1-goal lead.
With time beginning to wind down, the Gamecocks
pushed senior defender Brittiny Rhoades up as an attacker
in hopes of reclaiming the offensive advantage. The move
gave the offense some momentum, as Carolina managed
to come close on a number of opportunities in the final
minutes. A goal never came, however, and the Gators
managed to escape with the win once again.
In the aftermath of the match, Patton, Rhoades and
junior forward Kayla Grimsley earned All-Tournament
honors for their performances at Orange Beach, Ala.
“All three of them are leaders for us,” Smith said.
“Brittiny and Mollie are captains, and Kayla is a leader on
the field. They come to play to win. They lead the team,
so it’s more than what they do when they touch the ball.
It’s how they compete and bring others into the game and
step up when challenged. They’ve done well all year, and it
continued in this tournament.”
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
KRATCH ● Continued from 10A
needed an offensive jump start and to keep its reeling
defense off the field) all pointed to a fake.
But, snapping the ball to an upback and trying to run up
the middle wasn’t wise. Trying to get a run on the edge or
letting punter Spencer Lanning throw a pass would have
had a better chance. Faking a punt always carries risk, but
it’s hard to see the chosen method succeeding.
— The defensive secondary was terrible again, but the
entire defense’s tackling effort was ghastly. The USC
defenders whiffed like batters facing the USC baseball
pitchers who received national championship rings at
halftime. Several of the big plays the defensive backs got
burned on might not have happened had tackles been made
a few downs prior. The secondary has no excuses, but it
shouldn’t have seen some of the situations it was forced to
deal with.
— When the defense finally came up with a big play on
DeVonte Holloman’s interception of Arkansas quarterback
Ryan Mallett on the USC 2-yard line to begin the second
half, the offense didn’t rise to the occasion, gaining 5 yards
on three plays as Stephen Garcia threw an interception just
over a minute later.
The play appeared like the opening USC needed to
get back in the game, but the Gamecocks did nothing
— something they can’t afford to do, especially since they
struggle mightily to get takeaways. Once they failed to
cash in, it was hard to see them putting up much fight.
All that aside, amazingly, USC still gets to head to
Gainesville, Fla., in six days and play Florida for the
division title. Before the season or even a few weeks
ago, such a prospect would’ve seemed a rapturous and
transcendent event, with Spurrier returning to the
kingdom he built to try and realize the Gamecock Nation’s
impossible dream.
Now? It’s a clash of inexplicably ranked 6-3 teams, with
the winner heading to Atlanta to, in all likelihood, either

USC freshman forward Danielle Au drops her head
after the Gamecocks lost to Florida last week.

have Auburn run all over it or Les Miles and LSU work
some of that wild and wacky Bayou black magic on it.
Before Arkansas, a few USC players tried to indicate
how serious the game was by calling it the most important
game of their lives. Maybe the team had that mindset,
maybe it was hyperbole. No matter. This next game is
truly the most important game of their lives and moreover,
the most important game in the history of the program.
Can they regroup, put this disaster behind them and
achieve the goal they set for themselves months ago?
Anything’s possible, but I didn’t see anything to suggest
so.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina junior safety Akeem Auguste gets
stiff-armed by Arkansas tight end D.J. Williams.

Sailing Class PEDU 150
Sailing for Credit
Spring I, Spring II, Fall I, Fall II
Stable 22 ft. sailboats that will not capsize
Sign up on VIP - PEDU 150

Contact Adams26@mailbox.sc.edu
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20

6-3

ARKANSAS
7-2

41
Notebook:
Carolina
sets records
Garcia, Jeffery hit
season milestones
Ryan Velasquez
STAFF WRITER

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina offensive lineman Hutch Eckerson and teammates watch in the final minutes as the Gamecocks fall to Arkansas 41-20 Saturday.

Gamecocks never take flight
USC falters, fails to show up
in blowout loss to Arkansas
Chris Cox

SPORTS EDITOR

Ellis Johnson was asked after USC’s blowout
loss to Arkansas when the game turned in the
Razorbacks’ favor.
“Kickoff,” he said.
The Hogs blasted USC 41-20 Saturday
night in a game where the final score wasn’t
even that close. A late fumble return for a
touchdown by defensive end Byron McKnight
kept the Gamecocks from recording their
worst home loss in coach Steve Spurrier’s
tenure.
“We had a bad night, had a terrible night,”
Spurrier said. “I apologize to the fans. We
weren’t even competitive much tonight. The
way we played, you’d wonder how we won six
games this year. For some reason, we didn’t
have much tonight.”
The carnage started and ended wit h
Arkansas quarterback Ryan Mallett, who lit
up the field more than the halftime show’s
fireworks.
The senior finished 21-of-30 for 303 yards
and a touchdown while sitting out during
most of the final quarter of play. His ground
game wasn’t bad, either, as tailback Knile
Davis finished with 110 yards and three
touchdowns.
“We had whatever we wanted, whenever we
wanted it,” Davis said.
The Carolina offense, meanwhile, struggled
to get going. After tying the game at 7 on their
second drive of the game, the Gamecocks
began to slowly unravel as the Razorbacks
started to pull away.
Trailing by a field goal in the second

quarter, No. 19 USC (6-3, 4-3 SEC) drove
down the field and was in position to take its
first lead of the game. But on first-and-goal
at the 6, quarterback Stephen Garcia was
sacked for a 10-yard loss and the Gamecocks
eventually had to settle for a game-tying field
goal.
But it never came to fruition, as Spencer
Lanning’s 29-yard attempt sailed wide left.
And after Mallett pushed Arkansas’ lead
to 17-7 on Davis’ first touchdown run, the
Gamecocks were forced to punt on their next
possession.
But that never came to fruition either.
Spurrier opted to go for the fake on a
fourth-and-6 at the USC 38. But backup
fullback Dalton Wilson was stopped for no
gain as the Razorbacks took over on downs.
“Fourth-and-5 at midfield, we thought it
looked pretty good, and it did look pretty
good, but one guy backed out and we didn’t
block him,” Spurrier said. “At the time, I
thought it was the right call and I would do
it again. We were struggling stopping them
and trying to get a possession there, we didn’t
make it.”
Three plays later, Arkansas was up by 17
after Davis ran 21 yards up the right sideline
for his second score.
“We have to play better offensively,” Garcia
said. “We moved the ball pretty well in the
first half. We just had stupid stuff happen. We
had a lot of missed opportunities that we just
can’t have happen.”
But USC still managed to bring the score
within two possessions at the half, however,
as Lanning connected this time on another
29-yard attempt.
“We had some scoring chances t hat
offensively could have gotten us into the
game,” Spurrier said. “We were on the 6-yard

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Arkansas’ Ryan Mallett drops back to pass.
line, first-and-goal and got nothing. Then we
had an offensive interference call [on Alshon
Jeffery in the end zone]. If we had scored one
of those times and had it close to halftime,
we possibly could have been in the game with
these guys.”
Despite that, USC’s defense forced Mallett
ARKANSAS ● 9A

Kratch: Everything goes wrong in disastrous setback to Razorbacks
USC puts together ugly performance
in nearly every aspect of game

Shaw-anchored gadget play, the USC coaching staff outthought itself
again with a fake punt call in the second quarter.
There was nothing wrong with the decision; the field position (USC
38-yard line), down-and-distance (fourth-and-6) and situation (USC

South Carolina’s players and coaches said the right things prior to a
KRATCH ● 9A
seemingly meaningless game with Arkansas.
They wanted a perfect record at home. They wanted to position
themselves to play in a big-time bowl game. They wanted to finish strong
and avoid another late-season swoon. They wanted to win, because as noted
American philosopher Herm Edwards once said, that’s why you play the
game.
All good talk. But when Saturday came, there was no
walk, but rather one jarringly pathetic performance by the
supposed SEC East favorite.
“We were pretty sad tonight,” coach Steve Spurrier said.
Spurrier didn’t say much more in his postgame press
conference, encouraging media members to “write whatever
you saw.”
James
OK, then. Here goes:
Kratch
— Once again, it was proven Marcus Lattimore is the
Third-year
English student
glue holding the offense together. He wasn’t knocked out of
the game with a bruised left knee, but he might as well have
been.
The combination of the injury and a staunch Arkansas defensive line
rendered him ineffective. And, just like the meltdown at Kentucky, as
Marcus went, so did the offense, which looked listless without its star
tailback to lean on. Spurrier said the offense can make things happen
without Lattimore, but that didn’t appear to be the case from what was
seen.
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
— A week after turning an inevitable touchdown on the game’s opening
South Carolina head football coach Steve Spurrier shakes his head as he
drive against Tennessee into a mess by getting too cute with a Connor
looks on during the Gamecocks’ loss to Arkansas Saturday night.

In the midst of Saturday
night’s t hrashing at t he
hands of A rkansas, t wo
Gamecocks managed to
reach significant milestones.
The first was quarterback
Stephen Garcia. In the first
quarter, the junior passed
Phil Petty to become No. 5
on Carolina’s list for career
passing yards, and in the
second, surpassed 2,000
passing yards on the season.
His career total now stands
at 5,759.
The second was w ide
receiver A lshon Jef fer y.
Wit h a 9-yard catch in
the second quarter, Jeffery
became the third player in
program history to record
1,000 receiving yards in
a season, joining former
greats Sterling Sharpe and
Sidney Rice.
“ It ’s
a
g reat
accompl ish ment , but it
doesn’t mean anything if
we’re not winning,” Jeffery
said. “We’ve just got to stay
focused and hopefully get a
win next week.”
Uncom mon loss at
home: Saturday’s defeat
ended a si x-game home
winning streak for Carolina
and was the first since last
year’s 24-14 loss to Florida.
The Gamecocks entered
the game having won 13
of their last 14 games at
Williams-Brice Stadium,
going back to a 27-6 win
against Tennessee in 2008.
It also marked the first
loss i n t he all-gar net
uniforms, which have been
Carolina’s primary home
set since last year’s 16-10
victory over Ole Miss.
Walking wounded: In
the midst of Saturday’s loss,
Carolina fell victim to the
injury bug as five different
players were banged up over
the course of the night.
Running back Marcus
Lat t imore was h it w it h
a bruised left knee in the
first quarter, and though he
managed to return, was held
to minimal carries for the
remainder of the night.
Cor ner back C .C .
Whitlock left the game in
the third quarter with a
concussion, followed shortly
by center T.J. Johnson, who
left with a sprained left
knee. Whitlock is listed as
questionable going into this
week’s game at Florida, and
Johnson has not yet been
ruled out.
The next came in
t he fou r t h quar ter to
quarterback Connor Shaw.
The f resh ma n suf fered
bruised ribs when he was hit
on the sideline. No word yet
on his availability for this
week.
Offensive tackle Jarriel
King was also shaken up at
the end of the game and was
reported to have suffered a
concussion. His return this
week is probable.
Baseball team honored:
During halftime, the South
Carolina baseball team was
presented with its National
Cha mpionsh ip r i ng s at
midfield.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@
sc.edu
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MEN’S BREAKDOWN
Young Gamecock squad looks to rise
to top of Southeastern Conference
James Kratch

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

South Carolina
Last Season: 15-16 (6-10
SEC)
Coach: Darrin Horn (36-26
at USC, 147-74 overall)
T H E S K I N N Y: U S C
returns only five players
who saw on- cou r t t i me
la st sea son, a lt hough
t r a n s f er M a l i k C o ok e ,
who previously played at
Nevada, was not eligible to
play. The Gamecocks have
a combined total of nine
freshmen and sophomores
and only two seniors.
THE BACKCOURT: It
wou ld be i mpossible to
replace Devan Dow ney,
who graduated t his
s pr i ng a s a rg u abl y t he
greatest player in program
history. Accordingly, the
Gamecocks will not try to
do so.
Instead, they will turn
the keys of the team over
to speedy rook ie Br uce
Elling ton. A Monck s
Corner native , Ellington
starred in bot h football
and basketball at Berkeley
High and is already being
her a lde d a s a d y n a m ic
athlete who f lies up and
down the court.
A ssuming he recovers
f rom a f ract u red foot
and is healthy, alongside
Ellington will be
sophomore shoot ing
g uard Ramon Galloway,
who played a great deal
last season and also has
tremendous athletic ability.
Sophomore Stephen
Spinella should see time
off the bench as a threepoi nt spec ia l ist . T he
Colts Neck, N.J. , native
also showed a proclivit y

to play i ng cr u nch-t ime
defense, g uard i ng Joh n
Wa l l dow n t he st ret c h
in USC’s 68-62 upset of
then-No. 1 Kentucky.
Freshmen Brian
Richardson and Eric Smith
have tremendous upsides
a nd shou ld see some
rotation time.
T H E F R O N T C O U R T:
Compared to the
b a c k c o u r t , US C h a s a
wealth of experience when
it comes to its big men.
Leading the pack is senior
Sam Muldrow, who will
start at center.
Sophomore small
forward Lakeem Jackson is
another returning starter,
and senior forward Johndre
Jefferson saw time off the
bench last season, although
h is on-cou r t presence
ebbed and flowed in terms
of minutes throughout the
course of league play.
Cooke, who w ill be
eligible after sitting out a
year per NCAA rules, will
likely start and could see
time at multiple positions
on the floor.
The rest of the
f r o nt c o u r t i s r o u n d e d
out by t h ree f resh men:
Carlton Geathers,
Damontre Harris and R.J.
Slawson. All are forwards
and all should see t ime,
but just how phy sica l ly
prepared they are for SEC
competition remains to be
seen.

WOMEN ● Continued from 10B

Penn State
Last Season: 17-14
Head Coach: Coquese Washington
The Lady Lions are coming off a season where
they participated in the postseason for the fi rst
time since 2004-05 season. Furthermore, Penn
State brings in the No. 20 recruiting class in
the nation, including high school All-Americans
Maggie Lucas and Ariel Edwards . Aside from
the lauded recruiting class, the Lady Lions also
return three starters, including Alex Bentley, who
was a unanimous All-Freshman pick last year in
the Big Ten, and Julia Trogele, who led the team
in rebounding for the second straight season.
Penn State was able to finish tied for sixth in the
Big Ten last season and a loss in the first round of
the WNIT.

Stanford
Last Season: 36-2
Head Coach: Tara VanDerveer
Coming off a loss to Connect icut in t he
National Championship, Stanford looks poised
to continue its streak of advancing to the Final
Four, which is at four in a row. The Cardinals
return 11 players, including All-American junior
forward Nnemkadi Ogwumike, All-Pac-10 Team
selections senior forward Kayla Pedersen and
senior guard Jeanette Pohlen. This also includes
Pac-10 All-Freshman Team honorable mention
sophomore forward Joslyn Tinkle and redshirt
sophomore center Sarah Boothe. The Cardinals
will also be joined by Sara James, Toni Kokenis
and Chiney Oguwike. While Stanford is fi lled
with talent, it will be hard to overlook the loss of
Jayne Appel this season as Stanford contends for a
national title once again.

UC Davis
Last Season: 21-11
Head Coach: Sandy Simpson
With this season as Simpson’s last before his
retirement, the Aggies are looking to make his
exit a memorable one. Last season, UC Davis
advanced to the W NIT Tournament before
falling to Cal in an overtime loss. It looks as
though the Aggies are well on their way, as
they rolled to a 91-33 victory in an exhibition
game over San Francisco State. UC Davis is this
season’s favorite to win the Big West title as it
returns four starters, including two-time All-Big
West First-Team selection Paige Mintun. She was
also named to the preseason All-Big West Team.

Charleston Southern
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@
sc.edu

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sophomore guard Ramon Galloway, who finished his first season at Carolina in a strong
fashion, will be a key on the floor for the Gamecocks once he returns from a foot injury.

Last Season: 17-14
Head Coach: Julie Goodenough
The Charleston Southern Lady Bucs were
picked to finish fourth in the Big South after

last year’s 17-14 record, which was one shy of the
school record. As CSU returns four starters, this
is the highest they have ever been picked to finish
in the preseason since 1996, when they were also
picked fourth following a season in which they
set the school record of 18 wins. Furthermore,
senior Katie Tull was named to the preseason
All-Conference Second Team. Tull set a school
record with 100 3-point shots and also led the
team in scoring with 14.5 points per game last
season.

Savannah State
Last Season: 9-21
Head Coach: Cedric Baker
As Baker enters his eighth season as coach of
the Lady Tigers, he is looking to turn around
last year’s subpar season. Several statistics from
last year’s squad were promising as Savannah
State led the nation in 3-point defense. The Lady
Tigers were also ranked 19th in scoring defense,
surrendering 55.5 points per game. Returning to
the squad this year will be Alisha Nelson, who
finished the season ranked ninth nationally in
blocked shots per game with three. Crissa Jackson,
who was named to the All-Independent Second
Team will also be returning after averaging 9.3
points and 2.9 rebounds per game.

N.C. State
Last Season: 20-14
Head Coach: Kellie Harper
Harper is looking to make this her fifth straight
20-win season in seven seasons as head coach.
After finishing tied for fifth in the conference last
year, the Wolfpack look poised to be a contender
in the challenging ACC once again as it returns
Marissa Kastanek, who was ACC Freshman of the
Year last season, as well as Bonae Holston, who
earned Honorable Mention All-ACC after leading
the team in scoring and rebounding with 12.1
points and 6.3 rebounds per game. Having only
lost two starters and nine players overall from the
squad, the Wolfpack is expected to make another
NCAA Tournament appearance.

North Carolina
Last Season: 19-12
Head Coach: Sylvia Hatchell
Entering t he season ra n ked 15t h in t he
preseason Associated Press Poll, the Tar Heels
will prove challenging to the Gamecocks this
season. The Tar Heels fell in the fi rst round of
the NCA A Tournament last season, but after
not losing a single starter and returning 10
letterwinners, the Tar Heels are expected to be
in the nation’s elite this season. Notable returners
are senior Italee Lucas, who averaged 14.7 points
per game, as well as Cetera DeGraffenreid, who
finished last season with 14.2 points and 5.1 assists
per game. Sophomore Laura Broomfield led the
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team in rebounding with six per game.

Butler
Last Season: 23-10
Head Coach: Beth Couture
Returning four starters, the Lady Bulldogs are
anticipated to once again compete in the Horizon
League after their second-place finish last season.
While Butler has won 20 games in each of the
last three seasons, including two trips to the
WNIT, the Bulldogs are looking to get a bid to
the NCAA Tournament after Green Bay earned
the league’s first NCAA at-large bid last season.
Senior guard/forward Brittany Bowen was voted
preseason Second Team All-Horizon League ,
earning that distinction for the second straight
year. Bowen was second on the team in scoring
last year, averaging 11.2 points per game. She
ranked third in the Horizon League in 3-point
percentage and fifth in free-throw percentage.

Presbyterian
Last Season: 5-25
Head Coach: Ronny Fisher
Presbyterian is looking to rebound this season
after only winning five games last year. With
four starters returning, as well as a string of
promising newcomers, the Blue Hose is poised
to see improvement from last year. One of the
new members to the quad is Sherece Smith, a
McDonald’s All-America Nominee last year at
DW Daniel High in Clemson, averaging 13 points
and 4.9 steals per game for the team that played
for the South Carolina State Championship
last season. Included in the returnees is Mariah
Pietrowski, the reigning Big South Conference
Freshman of the Year, as well as Dria David who
picked up Big South Conference All-Freshman
Team honors.

South Carolina State
Last Season: 14-19
Head coach: Doug Robertson
Slated to finish sixth in the preseason MidEastern Athletic Conference poll this season, the
Lady Bulldogs are looking to improve from last
season as they return the bulk of their lineup,
including senior guard Whitney Wiley. Wiley
was named to the MEAC Preseason First Team
after averaging 14.2 points per game and 37
percent on 3-point shots. After winning just six
games in Robertson’s first year as coach, the Lady
Bulldogs reached 14 wins in last year’s campaign,
including a run in the MEAC Tournament,
when S.C. State lost by a score of 57-46 in the
championship game to Hampton.

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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WOMEN TO BE
CHALLENGED
USC non-conference lineup
filled with strong contenders

Ellington stars in USC exhibition victory
Freshman scores
23 points, wows crowd
with athleticism
James Kratch

Isabelle Khurshudyan

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Xavier
Last Season: 30-4
Head Coach: Kevin McGuff
The Atlantic 10 regular season champions, the Xavier
Musketeers, advanced to the NCAA Tournament Elite Eight
last season before falling to Stanford. The team returns
78.9 percent of its scoring, 72.4 percent of its rebounding,
four of its five starters and five of its top six scorers. Xavier
is 15-10 all-time against the Southeastern Conference. The
only SEC victory the Musketeers had last season was a 6362 win over Vanderbilt in the second round of the NCAA
Tournament. Since 2006, Xavier has accumulated 105 wins,
and it has played in the postseason in each of McDuff’s eight
years as head coach.

Illinois
Last Season: 19-15
Head Coach: Jolette Law
The Fighting Illini may have ended their season with a loss
in the quarterfi nals of the Women’s National Invitational
Tournament, but the greatest loss Illinois suffered last
season was the loss of C/F Jenna Smith, who was named
to the First Team All-Big Ten and is the all-time leader in
points and rebounds at Illinois. Fortunately for the Illini,
last year’s freshman class combined to average 20.7 points
and 9.6 rebounds per game last season, and freshman
Karisma Penn earned Big Ten All-Freshman team honors
as she averaged 10.9 points and 5.5 rebounds per game .
Furthermore, the two top-100 recruits will join Illinois this
season as Alexis Burke and Centrese McGee join the team.

Clemson
Last Season: 13-18
Head Coach: Itoro Coleman
Under new coach Itoro Coleman, the Tigers are looking
to rebuild after finishing with a 13-18 record and 11th overall
in the ACC. Furthermore, the Tigers will be without four
of their starters, including Lele Hardy, who was Second
Team All-ACC and averaged 14.4 points, 7.9 rebounds and
3.6 steals per game. The Tigers will also be bringing in four
newcomers, two of which are over 6 feet tall. In anticipation
of her third child, Coleman will be taking a temporary
leave of absence so the Tigers will be under the direction of
Defensive Coordinator Karleen Thompson until Coleman’s
return.

WOMEN ● 11B
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Ex h ibit ion games, l ike Sout h
Carolina’s 71-58 defeat of DivisionII powerhouse Kentucky Wesleyan
on Thursday night at Colonial Life
Arena, don’t count.
So, technically, freshman guard
Bruce Ellington has yet to officially
play as a Gamecock.
Semantics aside, though, when
Ellington does come out for the tip
Friday night as USC opens up the
2010-11 campaign against Elon, he’ll
feel right at home, thanks to the
preseason show he put on against the
Panthers.
“He made some terrif ic plays
tonight,” coach Darrin Horn said. “It
obviously stood out.”
Ellington cut. He dished out. He

scored. He ran the floor. He grabbed
boards. He drove to the hole. He
played defense. And, if the cheers
he was showered w it h were any
indication, he began to make a name
for himself.
But, maybe most importantly, he
took control when his team needed
him. USC struggled on the glass and
in shooting for most of the night, and
as a result the Panthers led with six
minutes left in the game. But, USC
came on strong down the stretch, led
by Ellington, to escape with the win.
“[Ellington is] a young man that can
make plays,” Horn said. “The brighter
the lights, the bigger the moments.
He’s one of those guys who wants
to be in that and will go and try and
make something happen.” Ellington
excelled in making things happen not
just late in the game, but throughout
the night, finishing with a jersey
number-matching 23 points.
How about the ups he displayed on
the almost-steal on KWC’s end of the

floor? No, Ellington didn’t corral the
ball, but few noticed because of how
darn high the kid had gotten.
“I was having fun — just playing
ball,” Ellington said.
The circus shot he hit at the buzzer
to end the first half can’t be overlooked,
either. Ellington stood about 30 feet
from the basket and dribbled the ball
to run the clock down (like that Devan
Downey guy, in fact) and drove in to
make something happen, but nothing
was there.
Well, not hing was t here unt il
Ellington made it happen, grabbing a
loose ball alongside the Panther bench
as the clock wound and heaving a
prayer over his shoulders while falling.
The ball kissed off the glass and,
somehow, went in.
“I just wanted to get the ball and
get it up. I saw the clock running,
so I just ran and threw it up. It went
in,” Ellington said. “It’s probably the
wildest shot I’ve ever hit.”
The only negative of the night for

Ellington was when his attempt for
a breakaway dunk met the cold and
unpleasant reality of the rim.
“I should’ve jumped on 2 feet,
because I’m a 2-foot jumper,” he said.
“It was in the heat of the moment. I
tried, but I didn’t succeed.”
Added Horn: “I told him if he wasn’t
playing so hard, he would’ve come
out.”
Ellington recounted the discussion
after the game and admitted he usually
would fi nger roll in such a situation,
but this situation was a little different.
“It was my fi rst game,” he said. “I
wanted to do it.”
It was a first game, or scrimmage,
or whatever one wants to call it, that
ended in victory, albeit a victory that
left some things to be desired.
“I don’t think this is a news flash:
We’ve got an awful lot of work to do,”
Horn said.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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Michigan State trip
looms large for USC
Gamecocks excited
to head to Izzone,
play heralded Spartans
Ryan Velasquez
STAFF WRITER

Elon
Last Season: 9-23 (5-13 SoCon)
Coach: Matt Matheny
T h i s ye a r lo ok s to b e
another rebuilding season
for the Phoenix. A year after
finishing last in the Southern
Conference North Division,
Elon will be looking to move
up in the standings this time
around. Senior Chris Long
and junior Drew Spradlin are
the only returning starters
from last season and should
p r o v id e a n e x p e r ie n c e d
backcourt, but the jur y is
still out on the other three

positions. The Phoenix return
last year’s leading scorer in
Sp r ad l i n , w ho a ve r a g e d
13.3 points per game while
shooting 40.5 percent from
the field. If he and Long can
provide leadership for a team
that adds six freshmen to the
mix, Elon could show signs of
improvement in 2010.
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Michigan State
Last Season: 28-9 (14-4 Big Ten)
Coach: Tom Izzo
It’s safe to say that winning
has become a habit in East
Lansing, Mich., and 2010 isn’t
expected to be any different.
Coming off its sixth Final
Four appearance since 1999,
Michigan State enters the
season as a popular pick to
MEN ● 6B
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fully furnished apartments. private shuttle to campus. resort-style amenities.
803.252.2634 |21 NATIONAL GUARD RD

The Daily Gamecock ● MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010

PAGE 8B

MEN’S SEC CAPSULES
EAST
Chris Bilko

WEST
Rodney Gray

STAFF WRITER
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FLORIDA

AUBURN

Last Year: 21-13 (9-7 SEC)
Coach: Billy Donovan
It seems like some of UF’s players never
leave. The Gators are returning all five starters
from last year’s squad. This year appears
to be Billy Donovan’s return to past glory
after a couple of “down” years in Gainesville.
Gamecock fans may remember sharp-shooting
guard Chandler Parsons, as he hit the gamewinning shot against USC in Gainesville last
year.

Last Season: 15-17 (6-10)
Coach: Tony Barbee
The Tigers are a very young team, with only
one senior on the roster. Auburn will also have
to play without its leading scorer from last
year, guard Frankie Sullivan, who underwent
ACL surgery in July and is expected to miss
the entire season.

KENTUCKY
Last Year: 32-2 (14-2)
Coach: John Calipari
John Calipari’s carousel of recruits is
making another stop to mark the beginning
of the 2011 season. The team has plenty of
talent, but it’s unknown whether they can
make another run with more inexperienced
freshmen on the squad. If Enes Kanter is
cleared by the NCAA, then the Wildcats will
have the big scoring threat they need to put
them over the top.

GEORGIA
Last Year: 14-17 (5-11)
Coach: Mark Fox
Travis Leslie and Trey Thompkins are
probably the most talented players in the SEC
this year. Both are freakishly good and can
propel the Bulldogs to the NCAA Tournament
by themselves. UGA also got a big transfer
from Tennessee State in the form of Gerald
Robinson Jr.

VANDERBILT
Last Year: 24-8 (12-4)
Coach: Kevin Stallings
The end of last season left a sour taste in
the mouth of the Commodores, as they lost
as a four-seed in the NCAA tournament to
13-seed Murray State. The loss of A.J. Ogilvy
to the NBA draft was devastating to Vandy,
and it will be hard for the team to replace his
production down low. John Jenkins will now
be the primary scorer for the Commodores and
the rest of the experienced squad will have to
follow his lead.

LSU
Last Season: 11-20 (2-14)
Coach: Trent Johnson
The Tigers return just three starters from
last year’s team and have no seniors. Making
things even more difficult is the absence
of scoring and rebounding leader Tasmin
Mitchell, who graduated.

ALABAMA
Last Season: 17-15 (6-10)
Coach: Anthony Grant
Alabama returns preseason All-SEC second
team forward JaMychal Green along with
seven other players from last year’s team.
Green averaged 14.1 points a game along with
7.2 rebounds. The Tide will have to move on
without star point guard Mikhail Torrance .
Torrance averaged 15.6 points per game.

ARKANSAS
Last Season: 14-18 (7-9)
Coach: John Pelphrey
The Razorbacks return six players to this
year’s squad and are looking to make a splash
in the West after back-to-back lackluster
seasons. One of those returnees is last
season’s SEC leader in 3-pointers, guard
Rotnei Clarke. Clarke shot 42.7 percent from
behind the arc last year and is a 41.1 percent
career 3-point shooter.

Corbin Ensminger

Rodney Gray
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ALABAMA

TENNESSEE

Last Season: 12-18 (4-12)
Coach: Wendell Hudson
The Crimson Tide will be more experienced
this season as the team returns four starters,
all of whom are upperclassmen. Senior
forward Tierney Jenkins is the best overall
player on the team. Last year she led Alabama
in scoring and has over 1,000 career points.
Last year she had 11 double-doubles — the
most in the SEC. Jenkins is also a force to be
reckoned with on the boards, sitting at eighth
all-time on rebounds at Alabama with 686.

Last Season: 32-3 (15-1)
Coach: Pat Summitt
The Lady Vols fell to Baylor in the Sweet 16
last season, the earliest exit for a UT team. UT
returns four starters from last year’s squad,
all of whom are upperclassmen. Senior guards
Angie Bjorklund and Sydney Smallbone are
back, and Summitt returns a key part of her
frontline in forward Vicki Baugh and center
Kelly Cain.

ARKANSAS
Last Season: 12-18 (4-12)
Coach: Tom Collen
Arkansas returns 11 letterwinners and
three starters. Lyndsay Harris, a junior guard,
was the second-leading scorer last season,
and likely the best player to return. She
averaged 12.6 points per game last year.

AUBURN
Last Season: 15-16 (5-11)
Coach: Nell Fortner
Auburn returns four starters and only lost
two letterwinners. Senior guard Alli Smalley
was named to the preseason first team allSEC. Smalley averaged 15.7 points per game
and 4.4 rebounds per game last season. She
will be helped out by Morgan Toles, who was
named to the SEC All-Freshmen team last
season. Toles averaged 7.6 points per game.

LSU
Last Season: 21-10 (9-7)
Coach: Van Chancellor
In preseason polling, LSU was predicted to
finish fifth in the West. Chancellor has led LSU
to the NCAA Tournament in each of his three
seasons, including a Final Four appearance
in 2008.

FLORIDA
Last Season: 15-17 (7-9)
Coach: Amanda Butler
The Gators saw their season end last year
in the second round of the NIT at the hands of
in-state rival Miami. UF has just two returning
starters and will rely on six new faces, four
of which are freshmen and two junior college
transfers.

VANDERBILT
Last Year: 23-11 (9-7)
Coach: Melanie Balcomb
Vandy lost to Xavier by a point, 63-62, in the
second round of last year’s NCAA Tournament.
This year’s Commodore team returns four
starters and will also look to incorporate seven
newcomers. VU’s top returner is first team AllSEC guard Jence Rhoads. The senior averaged
13.8 points per game and five assists per
game last season.

KENTUCKY
Last Season: 28-8 (11-5)
Coach: Matthew Mitchell
UK had a magical run last season, storming
all the way to the Elite Eight before falling to
Oklahoma. The Wildcats return three starters,
including reigning SEC Player of the Year
Victoria Dunlap, who averaged 18.1 points per
game along with 8.4 rebounds last season.

OLE MISS

OLE MISS

GEORGIA

Last Season: 17-15 (7-9)
Coach: Renee Ladner
The Rebels will be inexperienced, having
lost four starters to graduation. The lone
returner is senior guard Kayla Melson. Melson
averaged 12.2 points per game last season.
Another returner looking to make an impact is
junior forward Nikki Byrd. She played in every
game last season and scored an average of
6.4 points and 4.7 rebounds each time.

Last Season: 25-9 (9-7)
Coach: Andy Landers
UGA also advanced to the Sweet 16 last
season. The Bulldogs return three starters,
including All-SEC honoree Porsha Phillips.
Phillips averaged 11.5 points per game last
year.

TENNESSEE

MISSISSIPPI STATE
Last Season: 24-12 (9-7)
Coach: Rick Stansbury
The Bulldogs will be without the services of
forward Renardo Sidney and guard Dee Bost
at the beginning of the season due to both
serving NCAA-mandated suspensions. In their
absences, forwards Kodi Augustus and guard
Ravern Johnson will have to do the bulk of the
scoring.

MISSISSIPPI STATE
Last Season: 21-13 (9-7)
Coach: Sharon Fanning-Otis
After reaching the Sweet 16 last year, this
season is likely to be rebuilding one for MSU.
Only four letterwinners return from last year’s
team.

Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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WOMEN’S BREAKDOWN

WOMEN’S SEC CAPSULES

Last Season: 24-11 (9-7)
Coach: Andy Kennedy
Ole Miss, which has made the NIT each of
the last three seasons, has bigger aspirations
this year. The Rebels return star player Chris
Warren, who averaged 17.2 points during the
season and shot 40.4 percent from 3-point
range last year.

Last Year: 25-8 (11-5)
Coach: Bruce Pearl
The Vols are probably the most interesting
team heading in the SEC. Bruce Pearl still has
his job after NCAA infractions against the team
hurt all the credibility he had built up in his
tenure in Knoxville. Scotty Hopson will be the
first option when the Vols need points now that
Wayne Chism and J.P. Prince are gone.
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Experienced squad looks
to overcome loss of Bone
transferring, Nainima’s injury
Mason Hanvey

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

South Carolina
Last Season: 14-15 (7-9 SEC)
Coach: Dawn Staley (24-33 at
USC; 196-113 overall

K e n ne d y, a s e n ior, w ho le d
t he G a mecock s i n steals last
season, will continue to apply
t he pressu re as one of Sout h
Carolina’s best contributors on
t he defensive end. Cou r t ney
Newton , Ebony Wilson , junior
college transfer Markeisha Grant
and walk-on Imani Sellers will
add to USC’s depth at guard.
THE FRONTCOURT: Another
loss that this year’s team must
over c o me i s t he t r a n s f er of
Kelsey Bone to Texas A&M.
One of the most highly touted
recruits to ever commit to USC,
Bone’s t ransfer af ter just one
season came as a shock to the
program. Her physicalit y and
presence in the post will be very
hard to replicate as t he Lady
G amecock s move on w it hout
Bone.
Senior Jewel May is the lone
r e t u r ne r at f or w a rd f or t he
Gamecocks, as well as the most
i mp o si ng, but she w i l l h ave
plenty of help this season in the
post.
One of South Carolina’s most
pleasant surprises last season was
the play of Charenee Stephens ,
who came near averag ing
a d o u b le - d o u b le . S t e p h e n s’
productivity is bound to increase
with the experience of last season,
which will make her even more
of an asset to the Gamecocks’
success.
M ay a nd Stephen s w i l l b e
backed by returning sophomore
A sh le y Br u ner a nd t he lone
freshman on this year’s team,
Kayla Brewer.
Brewer, ranked as the eighthbest player in the 2011 class by
ESPNU, will play a part in South
Carolina’s f rontcourt of fense
right away. Her ability to rebound
and provide a scoring threat in
the post will rival that of the best
freshmen in the country.

THE SKINNY: The Gamecocks
return three starters from last
year, although they are without
leading scorer Valerie Nainima
indefi nitely due to an offseason
knee injury. USC showed much
improvement in the second year
of the Dawn Staley era and is
expected to continue an upward
trajectory this season.
THE BACKCOURT: Nainima
will be sidelined after an ACL
i n j u r y t h i s s u m m e r. A f t e r
successful surgery to repair her
k nee, Nainima is on t he road
to recover y, but t here i s no
timetable for her return to play.
The loss of the second team AllSEC guard comes as a blow to
the South Carolina backcourt
that will find her point output
difficult to replace.
However, USC has depth in
the backcourt, with seven of nine
guards on the team returning.
Ju n ior La’Keisha Sut ton a nd
transfer Marah Strickland will
likely be looked upon to pick up
most of the scoring slack. Sutton
was USC’s third-leading scorer
last fall, while Strickland, who sat
out last season after transferring
from Maryland, is a perimeter
t hreat who was named to t he
Preseason All-SEC Second Team
solely on reputation.
Iea sia Wa l ker a nd Sa mone
K e n ne d y w i l l a l s o p l a y b i g
roles. Walker is coming off an
impressive season as a freshman,
where she displayed the ability
t o d r i ve t he l a ne a s wel l a s
stretch opposing defenses with Comments on this story?
her 3-poi nt shoot i ng abil it y. E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
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Senior guard Samone Kennedy led the Gamecocks in steals last season and
will be relied upon to bring experience and ball-handling to the backcourt.
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win the NCAA Tournament.
The Spartans return three
st a r ter s f rom la st yea r’s
squad, i nclud i ng lead i ng
scorer Kalin Lucas. Starting
31 games last year, the senior
guard averaged 14.8 points
per game while shooting 45.3
percent from the field. Joining
him in the backcourt will be
senior Durrell Summers, who
managed 11.3 points per game

Radford
Last Season: 19-12 (13-5 Big
South)
Coach: Brad Greenberg
A f ter m issing out on a
second straight trip to the
NCAA Tournament last year,
Radford should be playing
with some extra motivation
in 2010. If it does make it back
to the Big Dance, it will be
with a fresh set of faces. The
Highlanders return just one
starter from last year’s team,
along with just two seniors.

S ophomore g u a rd Bla ke
Smith will likely be counted
on to be the primary scorer.

USC Upstate
Last Season: 6-23 (6-14 Atlantic
Sun)
Coach: Eddie Payne
With the start of a new
season on the horizon, there’s
only room for improvement
for the Spartans. A year after
winning a measly six games,
USC Upstate will be looking
to get on the winning side
in 2010. Ret urning t hree
starters, experience could
be the key to reaching that
goal. Senior forward Mezie
Uzochukwu will likely be
counted on to lead the way in
points.

Western Kentucky
Last Season: 21-13 (12-6 Sun
Belt)
Coach: Ken McDonald
Entering the third season of
the post-Darrin Horn era, the

Hilltoppers will be looking
to regain their position atop
the Sun Belt Conference. A
year after missing the NCAA
Tournament for the first time
since 2008, Western Kentucky
returns three starters to a
relatively experienced group
in 2010. Senior for wards
Sergio Kerusch and Steffphon
Pettigrew should provide a
reliable offensive punch.

Delaware State
Last Season: 17-12 (11-5 MEAC)
Coach: Greg Jackson
Coming of f a solid
c a m p a i g n i n 2 0 0 9, t h e
Hornets are looking to keep
the ball rolling as the start
of a new season nears. After
finishing second in the MidEastern Athletic Conference
last year, Delaware State
returns two starters in 2010.
Guard Jay Threatt scored
7.9 points per game for the
Hornets last year, and if they
are to continue to find success
this season, a higher total

from the junior will likely be
important.

Clemson
Last Year: 21-11 (9-7 ACC)
Coach: Brad Brownell
After seven years under
coach Oliver Purnell , the
Brad Brownell era is set to
begin at Clemson. Coming
off another first-round exit
from the NCAA Tournament,
the Tigers will be looking to
get over that hump as they
prepare to start a new season.
Clemson ret u rns t h ree
st a r ter s f rom la st yea r’s
squad, including senior guard
Demontez Stitt. Stitt averaged
11.4 points per game while
shooting 45.4 percent from
t he f ield in 2009 and his
continued success should be
crucial again this season.

Wofford
Last Season: 26-9 (15-3 SoCon)
Coach: Mike Young
2009 was a year to
remember for the Terriers,
and w it h many f rom last
year’s roster back for more,
2010 could be a similar story.
C om i n g of f a S out her n
Conference Championship
and its first trip to the NCAA
To u r n a m e n t , Wo f f o r d
comes into the season with a
chance to find success once
again. The Terriers return
four starters from last year,
including senior for ward
Noah Dahlman.

Ohio State
Last Season: 29-8 (14-4 Big Ten)
Coach: Thad Matta
A year after re-asserting
it self a s one of t he be st
programs in t he countr y,
Ohio State is in position to
reach another level in 2010.
Despite losing 2009 Player
of the Year Evan Turner to
the NBA Draft, the Buckeyes
return four starters from last
year’s squad and are expected
to continue to remain in the
top portion of the rankings
t his season. Junior g uard
William Buford returns as
O S U ’s g r e at e s t s c o r i n g
threat, a year removed from
averaging 14.4 points per
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Furman
Last Season: 13-17 (7-11 SoCon)
Coach: Jeff Jackson
Coming off a middle-ofthe-road finish last season,
Furman is in prime position
to make some noise in 2010. A
year after a sub-.500 record in
conference play, the Paladins
come into the season with all
five of last season’s starters.
With experience on its side,
Fu r ma n cou ld be set for
significant improvement this
year.

Jacksonville State
Last Season: 11-19 (7-11 Ohio
Valley)
Coach: James Green
After a subpar campaign
i n 2 0 0 9, t h e “o t h e r ”
Gamecocks could be on track
for improvement as t hey
prepare to start a new season.
Following a seventh-place
finish in the Ohio Valley,
Jacksonville State returns four
starters from last season.
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USC controls glass, rolls to win
Gamecocks prevent Lander
from grabbing offensive rebounds
Paulina Berkovich
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Prior to Friday’s exhibition game against Lander,
USC coach Dawn Staley expressed concern her team
was allowing too many offensive rebounds.
But the Gamecocks allowed just 10 offensive
rebounds and limited the Bearcats to 11 secondchance points in their 79-57 victory. USC dominated
the boards the entire game, collecting 29 rebounds
in the first half and 56 in total.
Carolina’s emphasis on endurance paid off
throughout the game, as the team recorded 14
fastbreak points in the contest. Junior guard
La’Keisha Sutton had an exceptional game, leading
all scorers with 15 points. Junior Marah Strickland
sat out last year because of NCAA transfer rules
but was named to the Preseason All-SEC Second
Team. In her first contest as a Gamecock, Strickland
totaled nine points and three rebounds.
“She’s a little rusty,” Staley said. “She played well
in practices last year, but that’s practice. Marah’s

going to score some points for us. I’m not worried
about her shot.”
But the bench was crucial to the Gamecocks’ win,
scoring 41 points.
“We have a good problem,” Staley said. “We have
10 or 11 players that can play. It’s just making sure
that everybody’s able to get their feet under them.
We did a lot of substituting. Sometimes you just
have to leave the five out there to see if they can
settle down and get control of the game.”
The beginning of the game was tightly contested,
and Lander held a 26-25 lead before USC went on a
9-3 run to take over. Led by Sutton and Strickland,
the Gamecocks outscored the Bearcats 39-30 in the
first period, despite allowing 17 turnovers.
“Going into the game, we knew they were a
quick team, but I think it was just first-game jitters,
nervousness, call it what you will,” Sutton said. “In
the second half, I think we did a better job handling
the pressure. It’s just a work in progress. We’ll work
on that in practice.”
USC will open the regular season on Friday
against Xavier. The game will tip off at 6:30 p.m.,
and the biggest concern for Carolina will be how
well it can handle playing under pressure.

Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The women’s basketball team showed the inside
play coach Dawn Staley wanted in defeating Lander.
“I learned that we don’t handle pressure well,”
Staley said Friday. “We’ve been working on pressurebreakers for six weeks now. We should have been
able to look up the floor and pass up the floor. So
we have to go back to the drawing board and try to
figure out something which we can execute under
pressure.”
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu

Boston College
Last Season: 15-16 (6-10 ACC)
Coach: Steve Donahue
2009 wasn’t k ind to the
Eagles, but things could be
looking up in Chestnut Hill,
Mass., as the start of a new
season draws closer. Coming
off a lackluster performance
against conference opponents
last year, Boston College
returns all five starters in what
could be a memorable season.

South Carolina State
Last Season: 18-14 (10-6 MEAC)
Coach: Tim Carter
After a productive season
in 2009, the Bulldogs enter
this year’s campaign looking
to take it to the next level.
Finishing third in the MEAC
last season, S.C. State comes
i nt o t he ne w y e a r w it h
four returning starters and
expectations to see continued
improvement.
Comments on this story?
E-mail gamecocksportspage@
sc.edu

Your one-stop emergency information source
on the Web and on the go!
Sign up for emergency notiﬁcations
Learn how to stay safe on and off campus
Review emergency procedures
10468

PAGE 6B

w w w. s c . e d u / c a r o l i n a a l e r t

